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A  MESSAGE FROM OUR COMMANDER 

America’s Boating 
Club North Shore 
2024-2025 Bridge 

COMMANDER 
 Cdr Frank D’Amico, AP 224-238-7372 
 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 P/C Tony Palazzo, AP  630-347-6586 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
P/C Ron Zingler, AP-IN  847-634-3806 
 

SECRETARY 
P/D/C Karen D’Amico, AP 224-238-7372 
 

TREASURER 
Lt/C Sue Anthony, P  224-402-3107 

 

EDUCATION OFFICER   
P/D/C Chuck Burger, SN 847-322-0828 
 

ASSISTANT EDUCATION OFFICER 
1st Lt Joe Paldo, P  847-255-9158 
 

IMMEDIATE PAST COMMANDER 
 P/C Tony Palazzo, AP  630-347-6586 

  

ELECTED MEMBERS AT LARGE 
   Lt Ray Adam, S   630-347-3495 
     Lt Dave Anthony, P  224-402-3107 
 Lt Gail Sidman, AP  847-726-7309 

 

 
    We made it past the holidays, and we have a few busy 
months in front of us.  Before I get into upcoming events, 
there is something that I need to say to all the members of 
Skokie Valley Sail & Power Squadron. Try to guess the 
theme of this Commander’s message. 

I have always said that we are more than just a group of 
boaters. We are family that has been sharing our experienc-
es, working together to make things happen, helping each 
other on the water and just as importantly off the water. We 
have come together to teach classes, welcome new mem-
bers, aid the District with boat shows, hosted District confer-
ences, and so much more. 

I just want to say Thank You Skokie Valley for all you have 
done and all that you do. Thank you to members who have 
stepped up to aid with the past and upcoming events, thank 
you for planning / managing General Meetings, and thank 
you for making Skokie Valley the organization that it is. 

Our first General Meeting this year was at Gusto Italiano 
Restaurant in Glenview. It was a terrific meal and well attend-
ed. Thanks to Ron and Joanne for coordinating everything.  

Our next General Meeting will be at Mi Mexico in Buffalo 
Grove on 16 February at 4:00pm. It is a new venue for us 
and I’m looking forward to another great meal. Thank you to 
Rich Davidson for putting this together. February’s General 
Meeting is our election dinner, for all the members that have 
volunteered to serve as department heads, committee mem-
bers and other squadron roles. Another Big Thanks. 

February is the National Annual Meeting in Orlando, Florida. 
Karen and I look forward to bringing news about the status of 
iMIS, insurance, Marketing/Facebook progress, and the gen-
eral welfare of our organization. 

The D20 Spring Conference Committee has a meeting 
planned next month on the 8th of March (details in this edition 
of the Running Lights). The committee has accomplished a 
lot and we are still working on final details to make this an 
exciting event. All the information regarding registration, Fri-
day night activity, guest speaker Ron Luttrell (Maritime Histo-
rian), lunch and dinner selections was printed in the District 
Trident. Join us for Friday night activities, Saturday’s meet-
ing, and the evening District Change of Watch.  

Take a minute to look over the agenda and send in your reg-
istration form for the event (included here in Running Lights). 
Hotel room reservations can be made online at the Holiday 
Inn website (Group Code: USP). Or call 847-488-9000 and 
say you are part of “United States Power Squadron District 
20” to receive the discounted room rate. 

I hope you have guessed the theme of this Commander’s 
message by now. Thank you Skokie Valley; you are 
the best! 

America’s Boating Club® 
and logo are trademarks  

of the United States Power 
Squadrons® 

 —Cdr. Frank D’Amico, AP 

https://www.holidayinn.com/redirect?path=rates&brandCode=HI&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=CHIEL&checkInDate=27&checkInMonthYear=022025&checkOutDate=30&checkOutMonthYear=022025&_PMID=99801505&GPC=USP&cn=no&viewfullsite=true
https://www.holidayinn.com/redirect?path=rates&brandCode=HI&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=CHIEL&checkInDate=27&checkInMonthYear=022025&checkOutDate=30&checkOutMonthYear=022025&_PMID=99801505&GPC=USP&cn=no&viewfullsite=true
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Mark Your Calendar 

  
  

5 

  
  

Wed 

March 2025 
Executive Board/Bridge Meeting, 1900 

  
  

Zoom meeting - below 

8 Sat Conference Planning Meeting, 1200 D’Amico House, Hoffman Estates 

15 Sat Publication Deadline—Running Lights Karen D’Amico (224-238-7372) 

16 Sun Marriott Theatre Show Marriott, Lincolnshire - page 8 

29 Sat March Member Meeting, 4:30 PM Holiday Inn, SVPS Hospitality Suite 

28-29 Fri-Sat D20 Conference & Change of Watch Holiday Inn, Elgin - page 4 

  
  

4-9 

  
  

Tue-Sun 

February 2025 
America’s Boating Club Annual Meeting 

  
  

Orlando, Florida - page 8 

15 Sat Publication Deadline—Running Lights Karen D’Amico (224-238-7372) 

16 Sun Member Dinner Meeting, Mi Mexico, Buffalo Grove - page 7 

Executive Committee Meeting:  March 5 at 7:00 pm Central 
Zoom Meeting ID: 868 7111 5662, Passcode: 485679     
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86871115662?pwd=kf8CPv4F2vg7Kf17AqutbO2Vjm8Ns6.1  

Dial by your location:  +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)  
One tap mobile:  +13126266799,,86871115662#,,,,*485679# US (Chicago)  

Want to help with the D20 Spring Conference? Come to the next planning 
meeting. Saturday March 8, 2025.  Lunch will be served at high noon.  
D’Amico home:  1240 Bison Lane, Hoffman Estates 

D20 Spring Conference Planning 

Conference Shirts, $35 each 
We are ordering denim shirts for the Wild West 
themed conference, with the America’s Boating 
Club logo. If you are interested in ordering a 
shirt, send your size and a check payable to 
Frank D’Amico at the address above.  
See the size charts below.   
Deadline to order: February 28, 2025 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86871115662?pwd=kf8CPv4F2vg7Kf17AqutbO2Vjm8Ns6.1
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SVPS 2025 Event & Cruising Schedule 

When Event Location Host 

February 2-9 
America’s Boating Club Annual 
Meeting 

Rosen Plaza, Orlando FL National Meeting  

Sunday February 16th Dinner Meeting Mi Mexico, Buffalo Grove Rich Davidson 

Sunday March 16th 
Joseph and the Amazing Techni-
color Dreamcoat 

Marriott Lincolnshire Theatre Dave & Sue Anthony 

Friday-Sunday 
March 28-30 

District 20 Spring Conference & 
Change of Watch 

Holiday Inn, Elgin District 20/Skokie Valley 

Sunday April 6th SVPS Change of Watch TBD Frank D’Amico 

Sunday May 18th Dinner Meeting Foxtail on the Lake, Des Plaines Ron Zingler 

Saturday May 31st 
Lake Michigan Fishing Derby & 
North Point Sundowner 

North Point Marina Dave & Sue Anthony 

July 2-6 Summerfest Milwaukee Cruise 
McKinley Harbor, Milwaukee WI 
414-273-5224 

Ron Zingler 

TBD Lake Michigan Summer Cruise TBD  

July 19-20 Milwaukee Air and Water  McKinley Harbor Info Only 

August 23 D20 Cruise & Rendezvous TBA District 20 

September 2-7 
America’s Boating Club Fall 
Governing Board Meeting 

Grand Rapids, MI National Meeting 

September 21st Dinner Meeting Reflections Ron Zingler  

Sunday October 19th 
 

Lake Geneva Boat Cruise Tour—
Sunday Brunch 

Lake Geneva, WI Frank D’Amico 

October 25-26 District 20 Fall Conference TBD District 20 

Sunday November 9th Anniversary Dinner Dover Straits Ron Zingler 

Sunday December 7th Commanders Holiday  Party Hoffman Estates Frank D’Amico 

Special thanks to all the members who helped out at the Chicago Boat Show this year!   
Deb Adam, Karen & Frank D’Amico, Rich Davidson, Ron Dziagwa, Dan & Chris Luczak,  

Tony Palazzo, and Nancy Sibrava-Koenen   



Running Lights Page 6 February 2025 

 

 

Tom Clark, AP, Contributing Editor 
Courtesy of Perchant Publishing 

(see answer on back page) 

A safety harness is only as good as its attachment point. 
Life lines, sheets, stanchions and pulpits are examples 
of good or poor attachment points? 

 

CAPTAIN 
AHAB’S QUIZ 

January Dinner Meeting at Gusto Italiano  
Rich Davidson Lenore & LeRoy Stevens Sue & Dave Anthony 

Larry & Christine March Jim & Mary Soyka Chuck Burger Ray & Deb Adam 

Don & Gail Sidman 

Joanne Zingler, Rich Barta, Natalie 
Witty 

Joe Paldo, Ron Dziagwa, Chuck Burger Jim Soyka, Joanne Zingler, Mary 
Soyka 

Christine March, Joe Paldo 
Christine March, Gail Sidman 

Ron Zingler, Deb Adam, Christine March 
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Executive Committee 

Commander                    Frank D'Amico, AP 
Executive Officer            Tony Palazzo, AP 
Asst. Exec Officer Dan Luczak, S 
Education Officer            Chuck Burger, SN 
Asst. Education Officer   Stuart Zwang, SN-CN 
Administrative Officer      Ron Zingler, AP-IN 
Secretary                         Karen D’Amico, AP 
Treasurer                         Sue Anthony, P 
Immediate Past Cdr Tony Palazzo, AP 
Elected Member David Anthony, P 
Elected Member Gail Sidman, S 
Elected Member Ray Adam, S 

Respectively Submitted  
    by Nominating Committee: 

Gary Vinzant, JN (Chair) 
Richard Davidson, SN-ACN 
Stuart Zwang, SN-CN 

Rules Committee 

Dennis McNamara, JN 
Natalie Witty, JN 
Ron Dziagwa 
 

Audit Committee 

Keith Parker, P (Chair) 
Gail Sidman, S 
Richard Davidson, SN-ACN 
 

Nominating Committee 

Gary Vinzant, JN (Chair) 
Richard Davidson, SN-ACN 
Stuart Zwang, SN-CN 

Skokie Valley Sail & Power Squadron 
Slate of Officers & Committees  

2025 - 2026  

Vote at our February 16th 
Dinner Meeting 

Member Dinner Meeting 
February 16, 4:00 PM 

Mi Mexico  
220 Milwaukee Ave 
Buffalo Grove, IL 
 
We will order from the menu  
with separate checks 

http://www.mimexicobuffalogrove.com/ 

RSVP by February 9th 
to Rich Davidson 
(847) 220–5571 
rich@davidsondata.com 
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   1134 N. Main Street 
   Algonquin, IL 60102 

66/19 

Barbara O’Connell 1980 20 yrs 
Dixie Widner 1983 43 yrs 
 

Congratulations on reaching another milestone      
with the squadron. We appreciate your support!  

Cdr Frank D’Amico, AP 

February Anniversaries 

 

Marriott Lincolnshire 
Ten Marriott Drive 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 11:30 AM 

Tickets are $52 per person 
Reservations needed by January 17th 
Initial blocks of tickets were purchased 

(tickets subject to availability) 
Contact Sue Anthony at 224-402-3107 
The play starts at 1:00 pm on Sunday 

We will meet 11:30-12:00 at Wrights Brew & Bistro 
inside the Marriott Hotel before the play 

to pick up tickets and have cocktails 

America’s Boating Club 
Annual Meeting 2025 
Rosen Plaza Orlando 

Feb 2-9, 2025 

Tuesday: Outta Control Magic Comedy Dinner 

Wednesday: Gatorland & Welcome Dinner 

Thursday: Keynote breakfast (Sylvette Figueroa), 
Milk District Food Tour, & iMIS orientation 

Friday: Titanic Exhibition & Hospitality Suites 

Saturday: Annual Meeting & 70s COW Party 
 

Check out the latest newsletter online 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We are planning a dinner after the play  
(see details in next issue) 

https://www.usps.org/php/reservations/meetinginfo.php?mtg_id=48
http://www.usps.org/php/reservations/documents/202412172156120.NewsDec2024.pdf
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Editor and Publisher 
P/D/C Karen D’Amico, AP 
RunningLightsEditor@gmail.com 

  

 Contributing Editors 
   P/C Ron Zingler, AP 
   Joanne Zingler, AP 
   Stuart Zwang, SN 

 
Photographers 

  P/C Richard Calfa, N  
  P/C Ron Zingler, AP 

 
Production Staff 
 P/C Frank D’Amico, AP 
   

     FROM: 
P/D/C Karen D’Amico, AP 
1240 Bison Lane 
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192 

Be sure to visit our websites: 
 

Skokie Valley Sail & Power Squadron: 
www.skokievalleypowersquadron.org 

District 20:  www.uspsd20Boating.org 

USPS: www.AmericasBoatingClub.org 

TO: 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

 

Captain Ahab answer:   

Poor (use something that is through-
bolted and wont bend) 


